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Minutes of Cressing Parish Council meeting 
held on 12th February 2025 at 7.00pm at
St Barnabas, Claud Ince Avenue, Cressing.


Present:	Cllr John Lawton – Chairman
Cllr Colin Haines
Cllr Christine Ives
Cllr Eileen Mottershead
Cllr Tony Sim
In attendance:	
Mrs Christine Marshall (Parish Clerk/RFO and Proper Officer)
District Cllr Bob Wright
Eight members of the public (attendance changed during the meeting)
Two representatives of Eden Renewables (item 25/024)
25-6/021	CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed all attendees and reported as follows:
i. The Chairman attended the EGM of Cressing Sports & Social Club (CSSC) on 31st January as a Member and not as a representative of the Parish Council (CPC).  There was a lively debate throughout the meeting, but some of the comments were incorrect, including references to the Parish Council’s actions and proposals within the draft lease.  He stated that the next stage was for the Management Committee and the Parish Council to meet again, but CPC needed to hear their comments and proposals as agreed at their joint meeting on 15th January.  These will need to be considered by the CPC prior to any meeting, in the meantime CPC will provide an explanation of the ground rent/lease suggestion put to CSSC.  The Chairman stated that he hoped agreement could be reached before the end of April.
ii. The Chairman referred to the application for a new solar farm at Lanham Green which goes to Planning Committee on 18th February.
25-6/022	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All Members in attendance.  Apologies had been received from County Cllr Thorogood and District Cllr Abbott.
25-6/023	MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Members of the council are subject to the Local Authorities Code of Conduct Order 2007 (SI 2007/1159) (The Revised Code) with the additional, non-mandatory, section 12(2). 
There were no pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests to be recorded in relation to items on the agenda.  
25-6/024	PRESENTATION BY EDEN RENEWABLES
The Chairman welcomed Eden to the meeting and invited them to speak to their proposal for a solar farm on land to the south-west of Cressing Temple, Witham Road, Cressing.  The following points were noted:
i. Eden have been in the UK for 12 years developing solar, glass and battery installations.
ii. The proposed site is classed as a “legacy site”.
iii. Existing woodland will remain along the B1018 to shield the site.
iv. Access to the site will be visa existing access to the adjacent stables.
v. Anticipate 400 HGV movement during construction phase over five years with traffic coming from the south-east.
vi. Footpath will be widened to 20’, reducing once hedging is established.
vii. Fencing will be approx. 2m in height but not fixed into the ground to enable wildlife to move freely.
viii. Hope to be connected to grid in 2026.
ix. Community benefit fund of £6,900 per annum, index linked.  The majority will go to White Notley as the site is completely within that Parish, but borders Cressing.
25-6/025	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Chairman reported on a question raised in email by a resident, querying “what will happen to the building if the current Cressing sports and social committee are unable or unwilling to continue following any changes to the cost or terms of the lease.”  The Chairman advised that the Parish Council could not respond specifically as it is too early in the negotiations for the new lease.  The Parish Council is awaiting comments and proposals from the Management Committee in order to move forward.
He also said that in 2024 the Parish Council spent £385,641 (of which £337,586.95 was provided through S.106 contributions) to re-build the changing rooms, and £9,900 to replace the roundabout in the playground.  Residents can be assured that there is absolutely no intention that the playing field and its facilities should be vacated and “left to rot”.  The playing field and its facilities provide much enjoyment to residents and the Parish Council does not want to see an end to that enjoyment.
The Chairman requested the Clerk to respond accordingly to the resident.	Action: Clerk
There were no other queries.
25-6/026	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLUTION: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 30th January 2025 were confirmed as correct records.  Proposed: Cllr Ives, seconded: Cllr Haines.  All in favour.  Minutes were signed by the Chairman.
25-6/027	REPORTS OF COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
There was no report from the County Cllr.
District Cllr Wright reported:
i. BDC Budget has been confirmed and goes before Full Council on 24th February for adoption.  Street cleaning support grant remains, as does Councillor Community Grants.  Community Investment Fund will also continue for reparation of BDC assets.  The budget will also include provision for cleaning on the A120 and dog/litter bins.
ii. Consultation on proposed changes to waste collection continues.  So far approx. 7,000 responses.  Any changes will probably be introduced in 2026 at an overall cost of £4.5m.  Residents will be able to register for text messages advising their forthcoming collection dates for each bin once introduced.
iii. Revised Local Plan will look to provide 10,000 new houses in the Braintree District.
iv. Still waiting for a meeting to be confirmed with developers Persimmon.
v. Devolution – Local Government Referendum will go ahead; no ECC elections in 2025 with existing Councillors remaining in post for another three years.  District Councillors will remain until the new unitary council (estimated to be in place 2028) elections, probably 2027.  Election for Mayor also 2027.  Eight week public consultation will be held.  More information should be available from March 2025.
Cllr Wright left the meeting.
25-6/028	LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL
Deferred to March meeting.
25-6/029	BRAINTREE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW
Consultation period continues.  Dates have been set for deciding on development locations (Call for Sites), but schedule for areas yet to be released.
25-6/030	ESSEX AIR QUALITY STRATEGY
Consultation period continues and Cllrs and residents are encouraged to make their comments.  A short discussion was held regarding potential air quality once the Rivenhall Incinerator is operational – testing begins November 2025.  District Cllr is a member of the Liaison Committee and will be requested to keep the Parish Council informed of results.	Action: Clerk
25-6/031	FINANCE
The Clerk/RFO presented the financial reports for January 2025 previously provided to Cllrs.  There were no queries.  Resolution: To confirm receipt and approval of financial statements, together with schedule of payments to 31st January 2025.  Proposed Cllr Lawton, seconded Cllr Haines, all in favour.
The Clerk confirmed the Precept request had been acknowledged by BDC and a report on the budget will be issued in the Community Magazine.	Action: Clerk
25-6/032	COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY
The Clerk referred to the draft document issued at the January meeting and asked for Cllrs’ comments, amendments or additions, adding that the next stage was for a Strategic Plan and Action Plan to be produced.  There were none and Cllr Sim suggested the document could stand in its present form and should be adopted.  Proposed: Cllr Lawton, seconded: Cllr Ives	Action: Clerk
25-6/033	VE DAY COMMEMORATION
The Clerk advised that no response had been received from the School and the Chairman requested that a further approach be made to the Headmaster.	Action: Clerk
25-6/034	TREE PLANTING
The suggested locations were considered and agreed in principle, most are in the Mill Lane area and the Chairman asked for Polecat Road to be added.  The Clerk referred to a tree planting in Rivenhall where they are planting a semi-mature tree.  The Clerk will speak with District Cllr Abbott who is managing that project,	Action: Clerk
25-6/035	PLANNING
Appeals submitted to the Planning Inspectorate were noted.  It was also noted how long these were taking to be decided.  
Applications granted:  Cllrs were please to note that CC/BTE/35/24GRANTED: Application for new classroom block, kitchen extension, with PV panels, additional car and cycle parking and new pedestrian entrance on southern boundary and change of land to educational use to develop a new playing field to the west, had been granted.
New applications:
i. 24/02673/FUL| Land South West Of Cressing Temple Witham Road Cressing Essex Solar Farm with up to 13.8MWac of export capacity, comprising the installation of solar photovoltaic panels and associated infrastructure including customer substation, DNO substation, inverter and transformer substations, customer cabin, spare parts container, storage containers, maintenance tracks, fencing, security cameras, landscape planting, swales and associated works including grid connection.  No comments to make.
ii. 25/00128/DAC Templar Green, Cressing Application for approval of details as reserved by condition 5 ( Contamination ) part discharge of approved application 22/02600/VAR   No comments to make.
iii. 25/00132/DAC| Land East Of Braintree Road Cressing Essex - Application for approval of details as reserved by condition 11 of approved application 21/03053/OUT No comments to make.
iv. 25/00150/REM| Land East Of Braintree Road Cressing Essex - Application for Approval of Reserved Matters (in respect of Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale) pursuant to outline planning permission 21/03053/OUT granted 14.03.2023 (allowed at appeal) for Outline planning permission with all matters reserved apart from access, for the residential development of up to 35 dwellings (including 40% affordable housing), with vehicular access, areas of landscaping and public open space No comments to make.
v. 25/00191/VAR  Starbucks Galleys Corner Braintree Road Cressing Essex CM77 8GA Variation of Condition 2 of (Approved plans) of approved application 21/01908FUL granted 17.12.21 for: Demolition of existing Frankie & Bennys Restaurant with permitted takeaway facility and erection of a single-storey building with 'Drive-Thru' to provide a coffee shop / restaurant selling food and drink for consumption on and off the premises (Sui-Generis Use). Variation would allow: - Reconfiguration of the overspill parking area and installation of 4 No. EV chargers with associated equipment.
25-6/036	ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Programme to be finalised at March meeting.
25-6/037	INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
Items for next Agenda to include:
i. Tree planting
ii. CSSC Lease
iii. VE Day Commemoration
iv. Annual Parish Assembly
25-6/038	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
[bookmark: _Hlk59091446]The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 12th March 2025 at St Barnabas, Claud Ince Avenue, Cressing.  
Items for inclusion on the Agenda to be sent to the Parish Clerk to be received no later than midday on Tuesday 4th March 2025
25-6/039	MEETING CLOSED
There being no further business to be discussed at this time, the Chairman of the meeting declared the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
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