
 

   

  

 

    

 

If you are interested in planning, chances are you have heard of Section 106 Agreements. 

In this e-newsletter we will take you through what Section 106s are and why they are 
important. 

 

  

 

What are Section 106 Agreements? 
Section 106 Agreements are a type of planning obligation under Section 106 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990. 

The most common uses of planning obligations are to secure financial contributions or 
works from developers of new commercial and residential developments to provide new 
community infrastructure. 

Section 106 Agreements (also known as Planning Obligations) are agreements made 
between local planning authorities and developers and can be attached to a planning 
permission to make a development acceptable which would otherwise be unacceptable in 
planning terms.  
 
The land itself, rather than the person or organisation that develops the land, is bound by a 
Section 106 Agreement, something any future owners will need to take into account. 

   

 



Do developments always come with Section 106 
Agreements? 
Planning obligations must meet three statutory tests which are; 

 necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms; 

 directly related to the development; and 

 fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development. 

The government sets out that in most cases financial contributions and affordable housing 
provision can only be collected for larger residential developments (over 10 homes) and 
commercial development (over 1,000sq m floorspace).  

How has the community benefited from Section 
106 Agreements? 

 

Pictured above: New allotments are quickly snapped up by keen gardeners. 

Recent agreements within the Braintree District have secured contributions towards 
improved public open spaces, play equipment, allotments, cycle ways, improvements to 
highways and public transport, healthcare facilities, libraries, protecting designated 
ecological sites and education. 

They are also used to secure the provision of Affordable Housing as part of new housing 
developments. 220 new Affordable Homes were delivered in the District in the year 2020-



21, with these homes being let to people from the Council’s housing list and available to 
part purchase through Shared Ownership schemes. Early indications are that this year an 
even larger number of new Affordable Homes will be provided as a result of Section 106 
agreements. 

More information on completed Section 106 agreements, balances and projects can be 
found here.  

 

Pictured above: A new artificial grass football pitch was opened recently at Halstead 
Leisure Centre named the Calum Leys Memorial Pitch. This was paid for with Section 106 
money as well as money from the Football Foundation. The facility will be used by many 
football teams in Halstead and the surrounding areas.  

Handy Section 106 links 
 The government policy on planning obligations can be found here. 

 The Government carried out a public consultation on possible future changes to the 
Planning system in 2020. The ‘Planning for the Future’ consultation included 
proposals to modify the system for securing planning obligations. It is not known 
whether changes will be made but a new Planning Bill is expected to be published 
in the autumn.   
 
OTHER PLANNING LINKS 

 Check if you need planning permission 

 Make a planning application 

 View or comment on planning applications 

 Pre-application advice 

 Duty Planning Officer 

 Temporary changes to construction working hours (Covid-19) 

 Planning validation list 



 Planning appeals 

 Public planning inquiries 

 Planning consultations 

 Planning Committee  

 Street naming and numbering 

 New government policy on retail opening hours 

Don't forget... 
You can watch all our planning committees online here: www.braintree.gov.uk/youtube 

    

 


